14
__________________________________________________________________________________
13
_____________________________________________________________________

Naturalisation, emigration, mortality:

what happened to different nationalities who arrived in Switzerland in 1980?

Marion Burkimsher
LaboDémo, University of Geneva

Switzerland has a high flux of people moving into and out of the country and has a higher proportion of resident foreigners than any other European country; 22% at the beginning of 2006. This report gives an overview of the life course between 1980 and 2003 of eight different immigrant groups. It is presented mostly in graphical form and makes comparisons by nationality and gender. Some of the original arrivals simply stayed in Switzerland and kept their original nationality; others emigrated again (possibly back to their home country, possibly to other countries); others became naturalised Swiss citizens; and a small proportion died.

The main nationalities making up the immigrant groups change somewhat over time, though the primary groups continue to come from Italy, Portugal, Germany, the former Yugoslav republics, Turkey, Spain and France. The following figure shows the composition of the foreign population of Switzerland in 2004. Note that the individuals of these groups arrived over a wide span of years, not just 1980; some will even have been born in Switzerland.
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Data for analysis

Two interrelated pieces of data were available for analysis; the remaining population at the end of 2003 of each nationality group who had arrived in Switzerland in 1980; plus, for each year 1981-2003, the numbers (by nationality) who had emigrated, re-immigrated, been naturalised and died. From these, the original immigrant numbers were calculated. Unfortunately no independent data on the original number of arrivals was available to act as a check. 

The problem of accurately calculating the original population was highlighted when the data on emigrations and re-immigrations was studied. For several countries, the number of re-immigrations exceeded the number of emigrations, a practical impossibility. The problem is most likely caused by inaccurate registration of several immigrant groups. Those who arrived illegally or who were asylum-seekers initially were not properly registered as immigrants when they first arrived, but then they appeared in the statistics in subsequent years.

How to deal with this problem? The proposal was to estimate revised emigration numbers for the immigrant groups where the figures were clearly erroneous (Vietnam, Turkey and Italy); these hypothetical emigration totals would be extrapolated from the re-immigration figures. The ratio of emigrations to re-immigrations was calculated for immigrants from Germany, France, Portugal and Spain – these figures were considered to be reasonably accurate. Totals for both men and women were calculated for comparison; these are shown in the table below. 
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The ‘reliable’ ratios of countries varied between 1.3 and 2.0, with France having the lowest and Portugal the highest. Having no basis or rationale on how to choose, it was difficult to know what ratio to select for the ‘problem’ countries. A non-extreme value of 1.4 was decided upon; this was used as a hypothetical ratio of emigrations to re-immigrations for Vietnam, Turkey and Italy).

In addition, there were some doubts as to the reliability of the data on immigrants from ex-Yugoslavia, as the numbers of re-immigrations were only just a little larger than the emigration totals (these are highlighted in pale yellow on the table above). Therefore, the ratio of 1.4 was also used for this group to recalculate emigrations from re-immigrations. For the Vietnamese immigrants, hypothetical emigration numbers were calculated for 1981, 1982 and 1983, as for the first two of those years the original data was clearly problematic, and for 1983 there was also some doubt.

Having established a start population of each immigrant group – those who arrived in 1980 – then their life course could be plotted over the subsequent 23 years up to the end of 2003, as annual totals of naturalisations, emigrations and re-immigrations, and deaths were known. Even if there is some doubt in the calculations made to deduce the initial population of several nationalities, the analysis of the general trends is still valid for comparing the different groups.

Initial and final populations

Immigrants of a specific nationality can be ‘lost’ through three means: emigration, naturalisation or death. Re-immigration after emigration - which is common in the first few years after arrival – adds some of the immigrants back in to the totals.

The following pie diagrams show the proportion of the selected nationalities at the beginning of the period studied and at the end. It should be remembered that immigrants of many other nationalities arrived in Switzerland in 1980, but they are not included in this analysis.
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It can be seen that there is not a great deal of change in the proportions of each nationality at the end of the period compared to the beginning, though the Italians have increased somewhat and the Spanish and Vietnamese have lost ground. We will see why this is in later paragraphs.

The following diagram shows the absolute numbers of immigrants, by nationality and gender, in 1980 and in 2003.
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It can be seen that the Italians were by far the biggest immigrant group to arrive in 1980, with Spain, Yugoslavia and Turkey sending about a third as many, Germany and France somewhat fewer, and Portugal and Vietnam being the smallest groups studied. 

In broad terms, the proportion of immigrants who have kept their nationality of origin and are still in Switzerland after 23 years is about half of those who originally arrived. It is somewhat lower for women than for men, and markedly lower for Vietnamese than other groups.

Proportion of women to men

From the preceding graph, it is clear that, for all nationalities, fewer women arrive than men. The proportion of women to men immigrants is shown on the next graph.

For most nationalities, for every 100 male immigrants only around 80 females arrive in the country. This strongly implies that men are being attracted to Switzerland to fulfil its labour force needs; the ongoing demand for physical labourers (often unskilled) is commonly met by young men from the countries in question. The construction and agricultural sectors have a particularly high need for foreign labour.

Women often come to Switzerland to work as au pairs, secretaries and in the tourist and service sectors. It would appear that there are fewer opportunities for them than for their male colleagues. Some women (as well as some men) come into Switzerland to marry Swiss residents (some of whom will be of foreign nationality). In addition, there is family immigration of already resident foreigners. The imbalance of males to females suggests, however, that the majority of immigration is work-related, with a higher demand for males than females (at least back in 1980, though it is probably still the case).
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It is interesting that the proportion of females to males is significantly lower for immigrants from Yugoslavia and France. Could it be that young males from those countries were particularly seeking to escape from military service in their countries – or that their young women are less interested in moving to another country?

For all except Portuguese women, the proportion of women to men is even lower at the end of the period studied than at the beginning. We will see in the following paragraphs that this is because of their higher propensities to emigrate again and to become naturalised Swiss (although they have a slightly less chance of dying than men).

Overview of outcomes

The following two diagrams show in summary form the outcomes of the different immigrant groups by gender. The three possible outcomes are: remaining in the country with original nationality, becoming naturalised or dying. In addition there is a net balance of emigrations and re-immigrations, which is plotted on the diagrams as net migration.
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The much higher proportion of Vietnamese acquiring Swiss nationality compared to the other immigrant groups is very noticeable, plus their much lower net migration. Clearly, once they arrived, they had every intention of staying, of not returning home, and becoming naturalised, when possible The patterns followed by immigrants from Yugoslavia and Turkey are similar to each other; naturalisation rates are quite high and net emigration is comparatively low. Immigrants from Spain and Portugal also have similar behaviour, though quite different from the others; their net migration is much higher and naturalisation rate much lower. Immigrants from France show the greatest likelihood of retaining their French nationality, while still living in Switzerland. These patterns will be discussed in more detail in later paragraphs.

The outcomes for men and for women show essentially the same patterns; there are much bigger differences between nationalities than between the genders of a single nationality.

Emigration – comparison of nationalities

Emigration rates were calculated as the number of emigrations divided by the population. If we compare the net emigration rates (emigration minus re-immigration) of the different nationalities for the whole period, we see that more Portuguese and Spanish nationals return home (or move to a third country) than other nationalities; those from Vietnam are much more likely to stay in Switzerland for the long term. 
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The graph also shows that women leave Switzerland more often than men, except for Vietnamese women. It is interesting that women have both a lower propensity to immigrate (as discussed in the previous section) and a higher propensity to emigrate again. Perhaps women are more ‘tied’ to their home countries; men leave their home countries more freely and have less desire to return there. It would seem that the same may hold true for Vietnamese women that have come to Switzelrand – but they now see this country as their home.
Emigration rates for each year were also calculated: these consider emigration as a proportion of total population (not net emigration as discussed above). It is clear that many new arrivals leave again in the first few years; there is an exponential tailing off in the number of emigrations in the first 3-4 years. There are some interesting differences between nationalities. Arrivals from Vietnam have a much lower likelihood of leaving again, while Germans have the highest emigration rate in the 2nd to 5th/6th years. It would appear that perhaps they come with longer term work contracts than do the other immigrant workers.

After around a decade in the country (ie. after 1990 for 1980 arrivals), emigration rates are low and similar for most nationalities - except for Spanish and Portuguese, who then display the highest emigration rates for the rest of the period. Together with their low rates of naturalisation (discussed in the next section), it would seem that nationals of Spain and Portugal still see those countries as their ‘home’ to where they wish to return one day.
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The peaks in emigration rates for Spanish and Portuguese immigrants in 1992, for both men and women, are very noticeable. Other nationalities seem to be hardly affected (perhaps a hint of a peak for Italians, but very subdued). What caused this peak and why did it affect those two nationalities, but not the others?

The following graph shows that the Swiss crude emigration rate peaked in 1992, following a trough in the mid-1980s. Clearly there was a crisis, when many people – and particularly foreigners – were leaving the country.
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The following graph (using data from the Swiss Statistical Office website) shows that unemployment was rising in all the European countries in the early 1990s. Switzerland’s rate was lowest, but it was still going up. It is interesting to note that although unemployment did not peak until 1994 (in Spain) or the late 1990s in many other countries, emigration from Switzerland reached a peak much earlier, in 1992.
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By 1992, the 1980 arrivals had already been in Switzerland for 12 years, and it would seem that, for most, their jobs were relatively secure. One might deduce that the Spanish and Portuguese still had more precarious jobs, which were more susceptible to downturns in the economy, perhaps particular sectors of the economy. 

In the second half of the 1990s crude emigration rates from Switzerland were declining quite steeply; other countries were less attractive to move to at the time, as they were experiencing higher unemployment rates than Switzerland.
Naturalisation – comparison of nationalities

In a similar way to the analysis of emigration rates, naturalisation rates were also compared.
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As already noted, the Vietnamese immigrants have the highest rates of naturalisation, with Spanish and Portuguese the lowest rates. Immigrants from the European Union countries have a lower desire to become naturalised than do those with non-European nationals. Naturalisation involves concepts of security and identity; clearly EU nationals feel they have adequate security in Switzerland without needing to become naturalised; their desire to retain their original nationality is strong, and particularly so for Spanish and Portuguese. Germans show a lower rate of naturalisation than the French; this may be because they have to rescind their German nationality to become Swiss, and this can be a significant barrier for some.

Women of all nationalities, without exception, shower a higher propensity to become Swiss citizens than do men of the same nationality. This may again demonstrate the greater desire for women than men to identify with a new home country and integrate.

The following graphs show the pattern of naturalisations over time. For Vietnamese, it is clearly important for them to gain citizenship as soon as they are able – even though that is generally after 15 years. Turkish and ex-Yugoslavian immigrants also show an increasing desire to integrate after they have been here over 10-15 years.

For German and French immigrants, they show an early peak in naturalisation rates after 5-6 years. This presumably indicates that the rules for them are rather different – possibly related to gaining nationality by marriage.
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Mortality – comparison of nationalities

Many fewer immigrants die in the 23 years following arrival in Switzerland than become naturalised or emigrate again. Once again, if we compare the percentage who died in the period by nationality, there are some interesting differences. A higher proportion of German and Vietnamese immigrants die than do Spanish. For all nationalities, except French, men have a greater chance of dying than women.
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The possible reasons for the differences will be discussed in some detail, though without information on the age of the 1980 immigrants, it is impossible to make firm conclusions.

As the total number of deaths is low, the mortality rates for each nationality were calculated for 5 year periods. The total number of deaths for the periods 1981-85, 1986-1990, etc. were divided by the population of each immigrant group for the middle year, eg. 1983, 1988, etc. Note – the following 5 graphs have the same scale for mortality rates to ease comparison.

The following two graphs plot the observed mortality rates by nationality. A line for Switzerland has also been drawn on the graph; this is for the following age groups – 30-34; 35-39; 40-44 and 45-49. The reason for using these figures for comparison is that the majority of immigrants are in the 25-30 age bracket. However, as we are looking at the immigrants of a particular year (1980), then those individuals will age over the following 20 years – and hence their mortality rate would be expected to go up in that time. Data for the mortality quotients for Switzerland were obtained from the WHO life tables and relate to the year 2000.

Several of the nationalities experienced actual mortality rates similar to the predicted mortality rates: Italy, Turkey and France (the peak for French women in 1986-90 may just be a statistical glitch caused by the low absolute number of occurrences). This would tend to support the hypothesis about the general age group of the immigrants. Other nationalities have lower than expected mortality rates – Spanish men in the period 1996-2000 and Portuguese women in the decade 1985-95, when they experienced no deaths whatsoever! For Spanish and Portuguese men, the mortality rates for the last period (1996-2000) fell compared to the previous 5 year period. One suggestion would be that those nationalities, with ongoing ties to their home countries, tend to return there if they become seriously ill; they would prefer to pass away in their native land. This may also be the explanation for the very low rates of mortality for Portuguese women.
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In contrast, some nationalities experienced higher than expected mortality: Vietnamese, Germans over the whole 20 years and Spanish women in the decade 1991-2000. Why might this be so? The following two graphs plot the mortality rates (from the WHO life tables for 2000) for residents of the different countries of origin in question, so we can try and see if immigrants bring their mortality patterns with them. This would seem to be a plausible explanation for arrivals from Vietnam: the male rate is similar to the expected one of that country, though Vietnamese women seem to experience excess mortality in Switzerland compared to those back home. The high observed rates for Germans – men and women – plus Spanish women in the decade 1991-200 are more difficult to explain.
[image: image19.wmf]
[image: image20.wmf]
Male mortality

We will now look at male mortality specifically. The following graph shows the ratio of expected number of deaths (if immigrants experienced Swiss mortality rates) to actual number of deaths, assuming that the immigrants were in their late 20s when they arrived in 1980. This alternative representation confirms the previous observations: that for men of most nationalities the expected and actual number of deaths are very similar. This is encouraging: that when immigrants arrive in Switzerland, their mortality rates tend to those of Switzerland. The excess for Vietnam suggests that these immigrants arrive with extra risk factors, which continue throughout their life. In general, the ratio goes down over the four 5-year periods; this could indicate that immigrants tend to move back to their home country to die – or else a healthier lifestyle in Switzerland improves their life expectancy.
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The perplexing result is that for Germany. Why do 3 to 4 times as many German male immigrants die as would be expected? There are three possible explanations: that the calculated original population is underestimated. But that would make the calculated rates for emigration and naturalisation also out of the ordinary for Germany, and they are not. Secondly, the age of German immigrants may be markedly higher than for immigrants of other nationalities. If the average age of German male immigrants was early 40s, instead of late 20s as predicted in general, then the expected number of deaths would be the same as that observed (see graph below). This hypothesis seems unlikely, but it is verifiable if data on the age of immigrants is available. The final option is that there really is an excess of deaths among German immigrants: it would be interesting to investigate this further by analysing the age and cause of death.
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Female mortality

Finally we will look at female mortality. This produces some surprising results. It must remembered that actual numbers of deaths are small, so some of the conclusions would need to be verified by looking at larger data sets.

Why do some immigrant groups experience up to ten times the number of deaths as would be expected? German and Spanish women are particularly vulnerable, and French and Vietnamese deaths are also four to five times as high as would be expected. Only Portuguese and Turkish women have roughly the expected mortality.

The excess mortality seems particularly pronounced for the first two periods for most immigrant groups. My hypothesis is that these excess deaths are caused by a certain number of elderly female immigrants being part of the cohort of arrivals – some immigrant families bring over their elderly mother to be with them, especially when she becomes frail or widowed. Their numbers may not be large, but their much higher mortality may skew the results. As fewer elderly men are widowed, then fewer elderly men will be among the immigrants, so this factor would affect the female rates more than the male mortality rates. 

It is interesting that the there is, for many groups, an excess of female deaths in the last period – very markedly so for Spanish and Vietnamese women. These are women who have been in Switzerland for 15-20 years. This is quite a different pattern to that seen in men. Were the original immigrants older than their late 20s? And why do so many more German women die than would be expected? For comparisons of emigration and naturalisation, Spanish and Portuguese immigrants show very similar characteristics – but in the sphere of female mortality they are completely different – Portuguese women die much less frequently than predicted, while Spanish women die much more than expected.
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In developed countries, for all age groups up to the very oldest age bands, female mortality is less than male mortality. For the age bands of particular interest to us – the 30-50 year-olds in Switzerland, around twice as many men die as women. This rate is plotted on the following graph as the expected ratio of female mortality to male mortality (as from the WHO life tables). The observed ratios for the different nationalities are also plotted. The line for Spain is not included, as it goes off the top of the graph with 16 times as many female immigrants dying as males in the period 1996-2000! These patterns are unusual and it would be interesting to investigate their cause further.
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Conclusions

It is interesting to compare the different outcomes of immigrants by nationality. Some of the results of this study were predictable, others quite unexpected.

It would seem that the arrivals from Vietnam in 1980 have the most desire and capacity to integrate: they seeks naturalisation when they can and have low emigration rates. Immigrants from ex-Yugoslavia and Turkey also have a fairly high propensity to become naturalised compared to EU nationals. Arrivals from Spain and Portugal seem least integrated in that they seek citizenship least and are most affected by downturns in the economy, when they tend to emigrate again.

Mortality rates show some interesting patterns that would be worth further investigation. Female mortality rates in general, and both male and female rates for Germany, are considerably higher than would be expected if most of the immigrants who arrived were in their late 20s. Whether these higher rates are because the original group of immigrants also included older people – or whether the high rates have another cause related to immigrant lifestyle – would be worth investigating further.
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